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Purpose

This brief provides State and Local Title I Directors with a deeper understanding of the allowable uses of
Title I funding for community schools. Community schools are centers of the community that support
student learning and healthy development, and strengthen families and communities.

Background

Title I funds are available to districts and schools with high numbers or percentages of disadvantaged students
to provide services, including academic enrichment services through Tide I, Part A, so all our nation’s
children have an equal opportunity to education and can reach proficiency on state academic achievement
standards and assessments.

According to the September 2, 2009 release of Title I, Part A ARRA guidance, Title I funds may be used to

support the various components of a community school. The guidance defines a community school:

A community school is both a place and a set of partnerships between the school and other
community resources. It provides academics, health and social services, youth and community
development, and community engagement, and brings together many partners to offer a range of
support and opportunities for children, youth, families, and communities. The school is generally
open for extended hours for everyone in the community. Community schools may operate in all or a

subset of schools in an LEA. (p. 29, htp://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/leg/recoverv/guidance/titlei-reform.doc)

The Coalition for Community Schools and our partners know that community schools have great affinity
with Title I because they:

1. Align the school, the local education agency (LEA), and community resources to increase the amount
and quality of learning time, address health and social issues, and engage parents and families in order
to attain specific results related to the academic, physical, social, emotional, health, nutritional, and
civic development of children and youth.

2. Coordinate programs and services operated by school personnel and external partners, blending the
resources of services or programs that receive other Title funds as well as funds from other federal and
state departments.

3. Leverage public and private resources and the assets and expertise of volunteers from business, civic,
higher education, and faith-based institutions.
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Research

Research tells us that the achievement gap can be traced to factors during the school day as well as factors
outside of school time. A recent Educational Testing Service (ETS) report, “Parsing the Achievement Gap I1,”
cites correlations between students’ home lives and their academic performance. In early development, as well as
the time before and after school, researchers listed birth weight, hunger and nutrition, parents talking and
reading to children, the influence of television, student mobility, and the gap of time in summer as factors in
influencing students” school performance. The study’s findings remind us that school leaders cannot act alone if
we expect all children to reach high levels of academic achievement.

Community schools deliver compounding results for students, families and the community. The following
examples were gathered from community schools around the nation based on 2007-2009 data on academic
achievement and nonacademic development.

Academic Performance Plus

V' National — Communities in Schools (CIS), the largest nationwide model of community schools,
reported that schools that fully implement the CIS Model of integrated student services had higher
percentages of students achieving math and reading proficiency than did students in other schools.

V' Chicago, IL — The 150 schools in the Chicago Community School (CSI) Initiative have delivered
standardized test results that show a steady closing of the achievement gap with other Chicago schools.

CSI links out-of-school time to increased reading and math scores.

V  Cincinnati, OH — During the 2007-08 school year, nine Cincinnati Public School pilot community
schools showed promising trends in the benchmarks they strived to achieve, including school rating
(continuous improvement), student enrollment (10% increase), behavior incidents (10% decrease),
achievement tests (10% increase in proficient or better), dental health (90% fully screened and treated), AYP
index (met), average daily attendance (93% daily), student stability (5% increase), physical health (95%
immunized), and developmental assets (5% increase). All nine sites showed progress toward meeting
benchmarks, but two schools (Winston Hills Academy and Riverview East) made significant strides, meeting
89% of the benchmarks for 2007-08. Key factors that have been attributed to the success of these schools

include:
e A full-time resource coordinator.
e Full-time co-located community partnerships including daily after school programming,
e Aschool nurse and an on-site mental health professional.
e  Ongoing, meaningful community & parent engagement.
V California —

0 San Mateo County Community Schools most seasoned community schools have students who
regularly reach the state’s Academic Performance Index standards and achieved advanced scores on
the state’s English Language Arts assessment.

0 InRedwood City, CA, Taft Elcmentary School is one ofonly nine schools in the state to come out of
“program improvement” status under NCLB in 2009.

0 Anna Yates Elementary School in Alameda County saw an increase in their API (California State’s
Academic Performance Index, which is more rigorous than AYP) by 41 points and Emery Secondary
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School, in the same county, saw their API increase by 27 points. These results in student achievement
are further highlighted when compared to an average increase of 19.2 points for the 15 others
districts in Alameda County. These scores are almost double the average county rate of increase.

A New York, NY — In a 2009 study comparing Children’s Aid Society (CAS) community schools to
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